
“What a wonderful job. It 
is written in such a way, 
you feel you are watching 
a “live” recording of Linda’s 
life as she struggles, 
and deals honestly with 
childhood molestation, 
rape, alcoholism, a lifelong 
struggle with addiction, and 
then living and dying with 
HIV /AIDS.”

 — Kathy Tummillo, veteran 
HIV/AIDS practitioner, Saint 
Francis Care, Hartford, 
Connecticut.

Veteran journalist Tina A. 
Brown elevates Jordan’s 
true-life tale above the 
narrow confines of a now 
wearying stream of media 
headlines to give those 
who care a blueprint for 
action. Firmly, lovingly, 
Tina also challenges those 
who mimic Jordan’s self-
sabotaging ways to help 
move themselves out of the 
line of fire.

— Katti Gray, freelance writer, 
New York City.
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T ina a.Brown is an 
accomplished journalist whose work 
explores the roots of urban crime, 
criminal courts and social trends 
at The Hartford (Conn.) Courant. 
Her work has been recognized for 
excellence by the Casey Journalism 

Center at the University of Maryland, Columbia 
University’s Graduate School of Journalism, the National 
Association of Black Journalists, the New England 
Associated Press News Executives Association, and the 
National Lesbian & Gay Journalists Association. She is 
a former staff writer at the Macon (Ga.) Telegraph, The 
Cape (Mass.) Times and the Asbury Park (N.J.) Press. In 
her free time, Tina volunteers with The Greater Hartford 
Chapter of The Links Inc., the Hartford Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. and at Faith 
Congregational (UCC) Church.
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“Crooked road STraighT: The Awakening of AIDS 
Activist Linda Jordan” is a phenomenal and personal journey of how Linda 
Jordan, a woman whose life was a struggle just to survive, became a messenger 
of hope for families coping with AIDS. This book takes the reader down the path 
taken by Linda, a second-generation welfare recipient and a heroin addict, over 
five harrowing decades in Hartford, Connecticut, one of America’s poorest cities.

“what a wonderful job. it is 
written in such a way, you 
feel you are watching a “live” 
recording of Linda’s life as she 
struggles, and deals honestly 
with childhood molestation, 
rape, alcoholism, a lifelong 
struggle with addiction, and 
then living and dying with hiv
/AiDS.”

 — Kathy Tummillo, veteran HIV/
AIDS practitioner, Saint Francis

Care, Hartford, Connecticut.

veteran journalist Tina A. 
Brown elevates Jordan’s 
true-life tale above the narrow 
confines of a now wearying 
stream of media headlines to 
give those who care a blueprint 
for action. firmly, lovingly, Tina 
also challenges those who 
mimic Jordan’s self-sabotaging 
ways to help move themselves 
out of the line of fire.

— Katti Gray, freelance writer,
New York City.

“Tina A. Brown has written a powerful book that clearly reveals the impact of poverty on the life of 
Linda Jordan. She inspired people to seek divine guidance.’

— Gwendolyn Lewis, retired AIDS educator, Connecticut Department of Public Health.
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“Crooked Road Straight: The Awakening of AIDS Activist Linda Jordan” is a phenomenal and personal journey 
of how Linda Jordan, a woman whose life was a struggle just to survive, became a messenger of hope for families 
coping with AIDS. This book takes the reader down the path taken by Linda, a second-generation welfare recipient 
and a heroin addict, over five harrowing decades in Hartford, Connecticut, one of America’s poorest cities.

A Story of Faith, Hope and Redemption for Families Living with HIV/AIDS
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T ina a.Brown is an 
accomplished journalist whose 
work explores the roots of urban 
crime, criminal courts and social 

trends at The 
Hartford (Conn.) 
Courant. Her work 
has been recognized 
for excellence 
by the Casey 
Journalism Center 

at the University of Maryland, 
Columbia University’s Graduate 
School of Journalism, the National 
Association of Black Journalists, 
the New England Associated Press 
News Executives Association, 
and the National Lesbian & 
Gay Journalists Association. 
She is a former staff writer at 
the Macon (Ga.) Telegraph, The 
Cape (Mass.) Times and the 
Asbury Park (N.J.) Press. In her 
free time, Tina volunteers with 
The Greater Hartford Chapter 
of The Links Inc., the Hartford 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc. and at Faith 
Congregational (UCC) Church.


